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To the Washington Statistical and Data Science Community, 
 
Do you work with or are you interested in data - how to get it, what can and should be done 
with it using statistical or data science tools, and how to assess and communicate what 
information it provides? Do you live or work in the metropolitan Washington DC area? If the 
answers to these questions are "yes," we encourage you to join the Washington Statistical 
Society (WSS). The WSS is one of the largest chapters of the American Statistical Association 
(ASA) and extremely active with over 900 members from government, academia and the 
private sector. WSS offers opportunities to: 
 
¶ Learn  through seminars and workshops, and continuing your own statistical 

education,  

¶ Socialize  through networking with colleagues, and  

¶ Engage in service by increasing the level of quantitative literacy in area schools, and 
motivating and developing the next generation of statisticians.  

 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT-ELECT OF WSS 

http://amstat.org/
http://amstat.org/
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This year I am emphasizing the theme òLetõs get together!ó and highlight these quarterly 
opportunities for the WSS statistical and data science community: 
 
Quarter  Learn  Socialize  Service 
3 2018 DC-AAPOR 

conference 
Informal meet and greet 
at JSM 

Sign up as a mentor or 
mentee 

4 2018 Hansen Lecture, 
Leadership 
Workshop 

Hansen Lecture Reception, 
Annual Holiday Party 

Enlist in quantitative 
literacy activities 

1 2019 Presidentõs Invited 
Lecture 

Presidentõs Invited Lecture 
Reception 

Volunteer at Science Fairs 

2 2019 Cox Award Seminar Annual Dinner Award competition judging 
 
The mentoring program and various receptions help to build relationships and community. 
The technical seminar program and short courses foster learning in our statistical workforce in 
agriculture and natural resources, data collection methods, data science and statistical 
computing, defense and national security, economics, education, human rights, privacy and 
confidentiality, public health and biostatistics, public policy, quality assurance, and social and 
demographic statistics. Our monthly newsletter (The WSS News) and our website washstat.org 
provides announcements and descriptions of forthcoming events, volunteer opportunities, and 
listings of both job opportunities and the credentials of members seeking new positions.  
Full details on joining WSS are available online at washstat.org/joinus.html. The annual dues 
are low compared to the many benefits membership affords: ASA member $10 (Full), ASA 
Student member $3 (Full-Student); Non-ASA member $10 (Associate); and Non-ASA Student 
member $3 (Associate-Student). 
If you have any questions about membership or participation in the WSS, please e-mail me at 
tomkrenzke@westat.com. I hope you will take this opportunity to fully engage in some of the 
diverse activities WSS has to offer. Letõs get together in 2018-19! 
 
Sincerely,  
~Tom Krenzke 
~WSS President, 2018-19 
  

http://washstat.org/newsletters
http://washstat.org/
http://washstat.org/joinus.html
mailto:tomkrenzke@westat.com
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WSS Holiday Party!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday, December 4 , 2018 
4:30pm to 7:30pm  

Penn Common  
700 6th Street NW  

Washington DC 20001  
(1 block from Gallery Place Metro)  

 
Hold the Date.  More information to come.  

 
 
 
 
  

SAVE THE DATE! 
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Congratulations!  
WSS Members Elected as Fellows of the 

American Statistical Associatio n 

We are pleased to announce that four members of the Washington Statistical Society were 
recently elected as Fellows of the American Statistical Association. ASA Fellowship is a broad 
recognition of an individual's contribution to the field of statistics, the statistical profession, and 
the ASA. Congratulations to each of our new Fellows, who continue the tradition of strong 
WSS representation among those elected as Fellows. These new Fellows will be honored at the 
Joint Statistical Meetings in Baltimore.  

¶ Donsig Jang, NORC at the University of Chicago    
¶ Michael J. Messner, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
¶ Dionne L. Price, Food and Drug Administration 
¶ Richard S. Sigman 

The WSS Committee on ASA Fellows works to identify members who are deserving of this 
honor and coordinate the preparation and submission of WSS nominations. Everyone is 
encouraged to identify colleagues who would be strong candidates. It is never too early to get 
the nomination process started.  Please contact committee chair Jill DeMatteis at 
jilldematteis@westat.com with suggestions for nominees or questions about the process.  

ð Linda Young (WSS President 2017-18) 
ð Cynthia Clark 
ð Jill DeMatteis 
ð Jennifer Parker 
ð Van Parsons 
ð Polly Phipps 
 
WSS Committee on ASA Fellows 2017-18  
 
  

WELCOME NEW ASA/WSS MEMBERS 
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Bayesian Analysis of the Covariance Matrix of a Multivariate Normal 
Distribution with a New Class of Priors   

Date/Time:  October 5 , 2018/10:30 AM to Noon (ET)  

Speaker:  Dongchu Sun, University of Missouri-Columbia 
Chair:  Terrance Savitsky 
Sponsors: WSS Methodology 

Location:  

Bureau of Labor Statistics Janet Norwood Conference Center, Room 9 
 
To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, and seminar name to 
wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by noon at least two days in 
advance of the seminar. Please bring a photo ID to the seminar. BLS is 
located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union Station. 
Parking in the area of BLS is available at Union Station. For parking 
information see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No validation is 
available from BLS for reduced parking rates.  
 
IMPORTANT:  BLS is now following enhanced security protocols and 
screenings for access to the facility. All personnel need to remove all items 
from their pockets/person (to include belts) and electronic devices from 
their person or clothing and place the items in the designated bin to be 
screened through the x-ray machine. Please allow extra time to get 
through security. 

Abstract:  

Bayesian analysis for the covariance matrix of a multivariate normal 
distribution has received a lot of attention in the last two decades. In this 
paper, we propose a new class of priors for the covariance matrix, including 
both inverse Wishart and reference priors as special cases. The main 
motivation for the new class is to have available priors both subjective and 
objective that do not force eigenvalues apart, which is a criticism of inverse 
Wishart and Jeffreys priors. Extensive comparison of these òshrinkage priorsó 
with inverse Wishart and Jeffreys priors is undertaken, with the new priors 
seeming to have considerably better performance. A number of curious 
facts about the new priors are also observed, such as that the posterior 
distribution will be proper with just three vector observations from the 
multivariate normal distribution regardless of the dimension of the 
covariance matrix and that useful inference about features of the 
covariance matrix can be possible. Finally, a new MCMC algorithm is 
developed for this class of priors and is shown to be computationally 
effective for matrices of up to 100 dimensions. This is joint work with James 
O. Berger and Chengyuan Song. 

Seminars  
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WebEx:  
WebEx event address: 
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m093f8de958183fb1520f1fea7716b43c 

For audio:  
Call-in toll-free number (Verizon): 1-866-865-9536  (US) 
Attendee access code: 744 124 3 

  

https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m093f8de958183fb1520f1fea7716b43c
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27th Annual Morris Hansen Lecture 
How Errors Cumulate:  Two Examples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Speaker: Roger Tourangeau  
Vice President 
Westat 
 

Discussants: 
 
Kristen Olson , Associate Professor, Department of Sociology 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 
Jill Dever, Senior Research Statistician, Division for Statistical & Data Sciences 
RTI International  
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Abstract:   Are there systematic relationships between 
different sources of survey errors? This talk examines two 
cases in detail ñ how coverage, selection, and 
nonresponse errors in non-probability web panels 
cumulate and whether there is a relationship between 
response propensities and data quality.  With non-
probability web panels, there seems to be overlap in the 
variables that affect someoneõs propensity to have 
Internet access, to join a web panel, and to respond to 
specific survey requests.  As a result, the different forms of 
errors accentuate each other and produce larger errors 
than surveys based on probability samples, even ones with 
very low response rates.  Weighting helps reduce the 
biases from non-probability web panels but does not 
eliminate them.  With nonresponse and data quality, unit 
and item nonresponse seem to be related, but there is less 
evidence that reluctant or hard-to-reach respondents 
provide less accurate answers than other respondents.  
Thus, there is at least partial independence between 
nonresponse and measurement error.     

Bio: Roger Tourangeau is a Vice President and Associate 
Director at Westat.  Before joining Westat in 2011, he was 
a Research Professor at the University of Michiganõs 
Survey Research Center and directed the Joint Program in 
Survey Methodology for ten years.  He is an author on 
more than 90 research articles.  He is also the lead author 
of a 2013 book on web surveys (The Science of Web 
Surveys) with Fred Conrad and Mick Couper, as well as 
lead editor of Hard-to-Survey Populations, published in 
2014.  His earlier book (The Psychology of Survey 
Response, with Lance Rips and Kenneth Rasinski) received 
the 2006 Book Award from the American Association for 
Public Opinion Research (AAPOR).  In 2002, he received 
the Helen Dinerman Award, the highest honor given by 
the World Association for Public Opinion Research.  He 
was elected a Fellow of the American Statistical 
Association in 1999, chaired the Survey Research Methods 
Section of the American Statistical Association in 2006, 
was the founding co-editor of the Journal of Survey 
Statistics and Methodology, and was President of AAPOR 
from 2016-2017.  He has a Ph.D. in Psychology from Yale 
University. 
 

Sponsored By: 

 
 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 
3:30 ð 5:30 pm 

 
Jefferson Auditorium, US 

Department of Agriculture 
Independence Avenue 

(between 12th and 14th Streets) 
At the Smithsonian Metro Station 

(Blue/Orange/Silver lines) 
 

A reception will follow at 5:30 pm 
on the Whitten Building Patio 

. 
Please pre-register for this event to help 
facilitate access to the building on line 

at 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/morrishansen/ 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Washington Statistical 

Society  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/morrishansen/
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS ANNOUNCEMENT TO OTHERS WHO MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED IN THE TOPIC (ESPECIALLY EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS) 

 

Combining GIS and Statistics: Data Visualization to  
Communicate Findings   

Date/Time:  

October 17, 2018/4:00ð5:30 pm  
 
Informal reception to follow at approximately 5:45 p.m. at East Street Café on 
the mezzanine level of Union Station. 

Speaker:  Kristen Hocutt, Solution Engineer, ESRI 

Chair:  Martha McRoy, Research Methodologist, Pew Research Center 

Sponsors: WSS Statistics Education Committee, WSS Methodology Section and WSS 
Defense & National Security Program Committee 

Location:  

Bureau of Labor Statistics Janet Norwood Conference Center, Rooms 7/8 (Please 
check board in case of change of room) 
 
BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union 
Station. Parking in the area of BLS is available at Union Station. For parking 
information see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No validation is 
available from BLS for reduced parking rates.  

RSVP: 

To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, date of the seminar and seminar 
name to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by noon on Friday, 
October 12. Please bring a photo ID to the seminar. 

Abstract:  

A Geographic Information System (GIS) provides a powerful collection of tools to 
help organizations manage, explore, analyze, and present data. When 
combined with spatial statistics methods in ArcGIS, the approach helps analysts 
make full use of geographic context when generating the information that helps 
organizations make better decisions. In this talk, we discuss how solving spatial 
problems related to classification, clustering, and regression helps organizations 
in the domains of business, public health, and natural resources. Specific 
examples cover the use of Kriging, Density-based Clustering, and integrating 
your own R-driven processes with the R-ArcGIS Bridge. Applying these 
workflows can be the first step to help you explore spatial data relationships and 
design the models that help determine the right course of action in your research 
and organization. For the majority of this talk, only a knowledge of introductory 
statistics will be assumed. 

Remote Access:  
WebEx link:  
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m52ddc873c58c90ab5bea43eb9a0dfb16 
Note: Particular computer configurations might not be compatible with WebEx 

For audio:  Call (866) 865-9536 (Toll Free) or (517) 966-0857 
Attendee access code: 744 124 3 

POC: Carol Joyce Blumberg, cblumberg@gmail.com 

http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking
mailto:wss_seminar@bls.gov
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m52ddc873c58c90ab5bea43eb9a0dfb16
mailto:cblumberg@gmail.com
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The Inaugural Links Lecture  
November 5, 2018 

 
The American Statistical Association is very pleased to announce that Frauke Kreuter, Director 
of the Joint Program in Survey Methodology of the University of Maryland, College Park. has 
been selected as the inaugural lecturer for the Links Lecture.  The award citation reads: òFor 
adding important links in the progress of official statistics through leadership in education and 
training and distinguished contributions to the literature on social and economic 
measurement.ó   Barry Johnson, Director of the Statistics of Income Division of the IRS, will 
serve at the òConnectoró in relating points in Prof. Kreuterõs lecture to issues facing agencies 
engaged in the production of official statistics. 
 

 
 

 
 
The Links Lecture will be held on November 5 , 2018 in Room 100 of the Keck Center at the 
National Academy of Sciences at 500 5th Street NW in Washington, DC from 3:00-4:30 PM.  A 
reception will follow.  Information on registration will be provided later.  The lecture will also 
be webcast. 
 
For the most current information about the lecture, see https://www.amstat.org/ASA/Your-
Career/Awards/Links-Lecture-Award.aspx. 
 
The Links Lecture is sponsored by the American Statistical Association to bring more visibility 
to issues surrounding the advancement of official statistics, such as: 
 
¶ The statistical use of administrative records and alternative data sources 
¶ Record linkage 
¶ Statistical methods for creating blended estimates 

https://www.amstat.org/ASA/Your-Career/Awards/Links-Lecture-Award.aspx
https://www.amstat.org/ASA/Your-Career/Awards/Links-Lecture-Award.aspx
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¶ Privacy, confidentiality, researcher access, and reproducibility of results 

 
The lecture series also celebrates a group of statisticians who have been critical links in 
envisioning the future of official statistics: Constance Citro, Robert Groves and Fritz Scheuren. 
 
 

    

 
Constance Citro  

Robert Groves Fritz Schueren  
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS ANNOUNCEMENT TO OTHERS WHO MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED IN THE TOPIC (ESPECIALLY EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS) 
 

How U.S. Pre-election Polls are Changing in an  
 Era of Disruption and Scrutiny  

Date/Time:  November 14, 2018/4 :00ð5:30 pm  
Speaker:  Scott Clement, Polling Director, The Washington Post 

Chair:  Sareeta Carter Schmitt, AP Statistics teacher, The School Without Walls of 
Washington, DC 

Sponsors: 
WSS Statistics Education Committee, WSS Methodology Section and DC-
AAPOR (The Washington-Baltimore Chapter of the American Association 
for Public Opinion Research) 

Location:  

Bureau of Labor Statistics Janet Norwood Conference Center, Rooms 7/8 
(Please check board in case of change of room) 

BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union 
Station. Parking in the area of BLS is available at Union Station. For 
parking information see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No 
validation is available from BLS for reduced parking rates. 

RSVP: 

To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, date of the seminar and 
seminar name to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by noon on 
Friday, November 9. Please bring a photo ID to the seminar. 

Abstract:  

The past decade has brought a rapid proliferation in U.S. pre-election polls, 
ways they are conducted and approaches to combining and interpreting 
results. This change has also come amid heightened scrutiny of the accuracy 
of pre-election polls and efforts to use polls to provide precise forecasts of 
election results, which came to a head with Donald Trumpõs surprise victory 
in the 2016 election. A report by the American Association for Public Opinion 
Research found national polls that year were particularly accurate by 
historical standards, but that state surveys significantly underestimated 
Trumpõs support. This talk will discuss the driving forces behind changes in 
pre-election polling, the chief challenges for pollsters and the news media in 
conducting and interpreting polls in the coming years. The talk is non-
technical and relevant for both statisticians and non-statisticians. 

  No Remote Access Will be Available for this Event  

POC: POC (Point of Contact) email: Carol Joyce Blumberg, cblumberg@gmail.com 

 
 
  

http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking
http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking
http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking
http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking
mailto:wss_seminar@bls.gov
mailto:wss_seminar@bls.gov
mailto:wss_seminar@bls.gov
mailto:wss_seminar@bls.gov
mailto:cblumberg@gmail.com
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WSS MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
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