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The coordinators for the WSS K-12 Student Poster competition are looking for volunteers for 
judging the poster competition this year.  
  
The Washington Statistical Society, in collaboration with The American Statistical Association 
runs a Statistical Poster Competition for school children in grades K-12 in the Washington DC 
metro area. This is part of the Poster competition run by ASA with the WSS judging and 
awarding prizes to local children. There are four age groups and children may work singly or in 
small groups under the supervision of a teacher or guide. Winning entries of the WSS 
competition are automatically advanced to the second round of the national competition 
where they may win addition prizes and recognition. Local area winners and their 
guides/teachers are invited to attend the WSS annual dinner as guests to receive their prizes. 
Our aim is to encourage a new generation of children to explore the exciting world of math 
and statistics. 
  
Please let me know if you are interested in serving as a judge. The judging will be held at the 
Westat conference center in Rockville. It usually involves a 3-4 hour commitment in the 
afternoon. Last year, the judging was held from 1-5pm on a Saturday afternoon for example. 
This year, the judging will be held on either 4/25 or 4/26 (Saturday or Sunday).  If you are 
interested, email Barnali Das at barnalidas@westat.com  and please indicate which of those 
dates will work for you. For questions or more information please contact Barnali Das at 
barnalidas@westat.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
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Title:  Costs vs Benefits: The 2014 Content Review of the American Community 
Survey (Rescheduled from 17 February 2015)   
 
 
Dates/Time:   March 30, 2015  
   12:30ð 1:30 pm 

 
Speakers:  Jim Treat, US Census Bureau 

 
Chair :    Jennifer Park 
 
Sponsor:  Methodology Section and Public Policy 

 
Location :  Bureau of Labor Statistics Conference Center 

 
To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, and seminar name 
to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by noon at least 2 days in 
advance of the seminar, or call 202-691-7524 and leave a message. 
Bring a photo ID to the seminar. BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union Station. Parking in the area of 
BLS is available at Union Station. For parking information 
see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No validation is available 
from BLS for reduced parking rates. 

 
Abstract:   The American Community Survey (ACS) is the largest survey in the 

Nation, annually collecting demographic, social, and economic statistics 
for small areas and small populations, and providing 1-, 3-, and 5-year 
data products for virtually every community across the country.  In an 
effort to ensure the least burden on the public at the greatest benefit, 
the Census Bureau conducted in 2014 a content review of all 72 
household and person-based questions on the survey.  This discussion will 
present the results of that review, including the methodological 
approach used and decision criteria employed.  Lastly, we will present 
the results of the analysis, including the seven questions identified as 
candidates for removal, and next steps in the process to finalize any 
survey changes. 

SEMINARS 
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POC:     gary.b.chappell@census.gov 

 
WebEx event address:  
   https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m9d6cd343b954e8630929e1f5efbe9238 
 
For Audio:   Call-in toll-free number (Verizon): 1-866-747-9048 (US) 

               Call-in number (Verizon): 1-517-233-2139 
               (US) Attendee access code: 938 454 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gary.b.chappell@census.gov
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m9d6cd343b954e8630929e1f5efbe9238
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Statistical Poster Competition  
 
Title:  Disclosure Avoidance Techniques at the U.S. Census Bureau: 

Current Practices and Research  
 
Dates/Time:   April 21, 2015  
   12:30ð 1:30 pm 

 
Speaker s:  Bei Wang, Census Bureau 

    William Wisniewski, Census Bureau 
 
Chair :    Chris Chapman, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
 
Sponsor:  Methodology Section  

 
Location :  Bureau of Labor Statistics Conference Center 

 
To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, and seminar name 
to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by noon at least 2 days in 
advance of the seminar, or call 202-691-7524 and leave a message. 
Bring a photo ID to the seminar. BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union Station. Parking in the area of 
BLS is available at Union Station. For parking information 
see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No validation is available 
from BLS for reduced parking rates. 
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Abstracts:     

 
Design a Disclosure Application System: iPrivacyProtection  

 
The Census Bureau has developed an LP based cell suppression software for 2012 Econ census. 
The new system is the result of a 3 year research effort and is more robust and effective than 
previous systems. The opportunity exists now, while the internal design is fresh and still being 
modified, to develop a front end product that is useful for everyone. 
 
The ultimate goal is to design an effective Disclosure Application System, called 
iPrivacyProtection. The system shall release the burden on programmers, eliminate manual 
errors, and provide new tools for the user. Here, the user is generally the data producter who 
provides disclosure avoidance data released to the public. 
 
A Disclosure Application System (iPrivacyProtection) is an interactive application system that 
helps users, both programmers and analysts, apply cell suppression methodology, generate 
suppression pattern, and review suppression data, by putting the power of data protection 
into the hands of a user ðthe data producerð to select the best protective pattern. 
    
A disclosure application generally includes two parts, a core processer and a graphic user 
interface (GUI). The first part is to generate disclosure-applied data. Depending on disclosure 
methodology used, that can be cell suppression,  noise, or something else. The second part is to 
allow user to control the process.  Our current disclosure process requires a 3-tier operation, 
which involves a diverse set of units from separate divisions. The normal disclosure production 
circle includes several areasõ efforts. One group gathers requirements from another group 
(subject area) and helps to prepare disclosure input data. The programming area applies the 
disclosure and converts disclosure output data into a user preferred data format. Finally, 
subject area reviews. This manual circle could be repeated many times due to requirement 
changes, data changes etc. It often creates errors during transactions and requires a great deal 
of resource coordination.  An automated iPrivacyProtection requires no coordination among 
different areas, eliminates manual transactions, and maintains data integrity. Most important, 
the user, the data producer, is in control of the process. Users can change the parameters 
associated with their requirements, apply disclosure program to generate disclosure-applied 
data. Finally, the data can be saved and reviewed.  
 
Iõll walk you through the iPrivacyProtection in this talk. 

 
-Bei Wang, U.S. Bureau of the Census   
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Disclosure Avoidance Techniques at the U.S. Census Bureau:  
Current Practices and Research  

 
The U.S. Census Bureau collects its survey and census data under U.S. Code Title 13, which 
promises confidentiality to its respondents. The agency also has the responsibility of releasing 
data for the purpose of statistical analysis. In common with most national statistical institutes, 
the Census Bureauõs goal is to release as much high quality data as possible while maintaining 
the pledge of confidentiality. We apply disclosure avoidance techniques prior to releasing our 
data products publicly to protect the confidentiality of our respondents and their data. This 
talk discusses the various types of data we release, the disclosure review process, restricted 
access procedures, disclosure avoidance techniques currently being used, and current disclosure 
avoidance research. 
 
-William Wisniewski, U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
POC:     chapman.chris@bls.gov 

 
WebEx:       

 https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m69a620d8696b01c99fd54a831f149d88 
 
Audio:     Call-in toll-free number (Verizon):  1-866-747-9048 (US) 

Call-in number (Verizon):  1-517-233-2139 
(US) Attendee access code: 938 454 2 

   Particular computer configurations may not be compatible with WebEx.   

mailto:chapman.chris@bls.gov
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m69a620d8696b01c99fd54a831f149d88
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS ANNOUNCEMENT TO OTHERS WHO MIGHT 
BE INTERESTED IN THE TOPIC 
 
Title:  Teaching Precursors to Data Science in Introductory and Second 

Courses in Statistics  
 
Dates/Time:   April 28, 2015    

3:15ð 4:30 pm  
Informal reception to follow at East Street Café at Union Station 
 

Speakers:  Nicholas J. Horton, Professor of Statistics, Amherst College 

 
Chair :    Steve H. Cohen, Senior Fellow, NORC 
 
Sponsor:  WSS Statistics Education Committee 

 
Location : Offices of Mathematica-MPR   1101 1st Street NE, 12th Floor, Washington 

DC 20002  
 

Once in the building, take the elevators to the 12th floor and inform the 
secretary that you are attending the WSS seminar. Please call 
Mathematica's main office number (202 484-9220) if you have trouble 
finding the building. 

 
By Metro: Take the Red Line to either the NoMa-Gallaudet U (used to 
be called New York Ave) Station or Union Station. From the NoMa-
Gallaudet U Station, follow signs to exit at M Street. Then walk 1 block 
west on M street and 2 blocks south on 1st Street NE (the building will be 
on your right). From Union Station, walk north along 1st Street NE for 
about 4-5 blocks until you reach L Street (the building will be on your 
left after crossing L street).  
 
By Car: Pay parking is available in the building parking garage, which is 
located 1 block east of North Capitol on L Street NE. 
 

RSVP:  To be placed on the seminar attendance list, please email Carol Joyce 
Blumberg at cblumberg@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cblumberg@gmail.com
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Abstract:   Statistics students need to develop the capacity to make sense of the 
staggering amount of information collected in our increasingly data-
centered world. Data science is an important part of modern statistics, 
but our introductory and second statistics courses often neglect this fact. 
This talk discusses ways to provide a practical foundation for students to 
learn to òcompute with dataó as defined by Nolan and Temple Lang 
(2010), as well as develop òdata habits of mindó (Finzer, 2013). We 
describe how introductory and second courses can integrate two key 
precursors to data science: the use of reproducible analysis tools and 
access to large databases. By introducing students to commonplace tools 
for data management, visualization, and reproducible analysis in data 
science and applying these to real-world scenarios, we prepare them to 
think statistically in the era of big data. 

 
 

 
POC:     Carol Joyce Blumberg, cblumberg@gmail.com 

 
WebEx event address:  
 https://mprwebex.mathematica-mpr.com/orion/joinmeeting.do?MK=995818462 
 
Meeting Number:   995-818-462.  No password is required. 
 
Audio:   For remote access via audio only or if the WebEx connection does not 

work, call either (609) 945-6996 or (202) 554-7500.  
Then enter the access code of 995-818-462.  

mailto:cblumberg@gmail.com
https://mprwebex.mathematica-mpr.com/orion/joinmeeting.do?MK=995818462


WSS NEWS Â MARCH 2015  P a g e  | 11 
 

Title:  Curb -Stoning Part III  
 
Dates/Time:   June 9th, 2015  
   12:30ð 2:30 pm  
 
Chair :    Nancy Bates, Census Bureau 
 
Sponsor:  Methodology Section  

 
Location :  Offices of Mathematica-MPR (near L Street, north of Union Station) 
                  1101 First Street NE, 12th Floor   

Washington DC 20002 
 

Schedule 
Time Speaker  Affiliation  Point of Contact  
12:30 Mike Fleming WSS charles.fleming@bhox.com 
12:40 Regina Faranda Office of Opinion Research  FarandaRD@State.gov 
1:00 M. Rita Thissen RTI International rthissen@rti.org 
1:20 Rodrick J. Marquette Census Bureau Rodrick.J.Marquette@census.gov 

1:40 Aref N. Dajani Census Bureau Aref.N.Dajani@census.gov 
2:00 Fritz Scheuren* NORC scheuren@aol.com 

 
*discussant 

  
Abstract:     

 
This Washington Statistical Society conference on curb-stoning is the third in a series of events 
on the same subject. The first event was sponsored by the WSS Metholodogy Section last 
December, and the second event was recently produced by the New England Chapter of the 
American Association for Public Opinion Research. Curb-stoning is a colloquialism for the 
practice of statistical enumerators and their supervisors to fabricate respondent data. Their 
techniques may be clever and even sophisticated. The speakers of this event will discuss the 
motives for curb-stoning, programs to detect its occurrence, and methods to discourage its 
practice. 
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The Cheater Problem Revisited: Lessons from Six Decades of  
State Department Polling  

Nearly 70 years after Leo Crespi's paper "The Cheater Problem in Polling," the challenge of 
preventing, detecting, and - in those rare instances - mitigating the damage from falsification 
remains.  In the U.S. Department of State's Office of Opinion Research, which owes its founding 
to Dr. Crespi and other survey pioneers, we face this issue in some of the 200 surveys we 
conduct in nearly 100 countries yearly.  Our office has faced institutional challenges in 
confronting falsification, including the instinct to shy away from tarnishing all of our research in 
the eyes of a sometimes skeptical audience, doubly so when the stakes of representing 
international publics are high.  We have also grappled with limited capacity, both in terms of 
time for uncovering possible fraud and in the technical ability to systematically do so. 
This presentation will underscore the need to weave the ethos of confronting falsification into 
the fabric of survey research, and not just in an international context.  It will focus specifically 
on the quality control process that State's Office of Opinion Research has developed over 
several years.  The process includes a procedural checklist that our researchers must follow 
before reporting data, changes to our requirements for collecting paradata and metadata, 
and systematic guidance on approaching field firms to deal with cases of possible fraud. 
 
~ Regina Faranda 
Acting Director, Office of Opinion Research,U.S. Department of State 
 
 

Technical Aids for Deterring and Detecting Falsificati on of Survey Data  
 
Quality assurance teams encounter ever-changing challenges in confirming the authenticity of 
interviewer-collected survey data. At RTI, several precautionary measures during and after 
data collection aid the monitoring of data collectors and review of data after receipt.  When 
feasible, computer audio-recorded interviewing (CARI) allows detailed oversight of in-person 
surveys and augments live-monitoring of telephone interviews. Collection of global positioning 
system (GPS) coordinates can confirm the location of interviews conducted by field staff using 
mobile devices. For some surveys, on-location image-capture helps to validate authenticity. 
After data receipt at RTI, datasets undergo systematic review for high levels of unit or item 
non-response, paradata outliers, duplicate records and unexpectedly high levels of CARI 
refusals. The combination of these techniques provides an adaptable, multi-sourced, evidence-
based process for quality assurance and control. 
 
~ M. Rita Thissen 
Department Manager, Center for Technology Solutions, Research Computing Division, RTI 
International, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
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Curbstoning Detection and Prevention at Census: New Initiatives  

 
Curbstoning detection and prevention is one of several survey lifecycle quality assurance 
techniques conducted at Census. Recommendations from the Office of the Inspector General of 
the Department of Commerce, corroborated by the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, are being implemented Bureau-wide with the full backing of the Census 
Director. This presentation highlights new initiatives planned or currently underway to detect 
and prevent curbstoning at Census. 
 
These operational initiatives include a centralized reinterview program, a redesign of the 
reinterview sample, implementation of Computer Audio Recorded Interviewing (CARI) 
pioneered by the Research Triangle Institute (RTI), and extensive use of paradata and 
administrative data. These curbstoning detection and prevention initiatives together will 
promote accurate, objective decisions made quickly and cost-effectively to ensure that our 
data and our employees adhere to our quality standards. 
 
~Aref N. Dajani and Rodrick J. Marquette 
U.S. Census  
 
WebEx event address for attendees:  

https://mprwebex.mathematica-
mpr.com/orion/meeting/meetingInfo?MeetingKey=999482355&siteurl=m
prwebex 

 
 
Meeting Nuber :  999 482 355 
 
Audio/ no video:        609 -945-6996 (access code: 999 482 355)        
 
Note:    Particular computer configurations might not be compatible 

with WebEx.  
 
 
 
 

  

https://mprwebex.mathematica-mpr.com/orion/meeting/meetingInfo?MeetingKey=999482355&siteurl=mprwebex
https://mprwebex.mathematica-mpr.com/orion/meeting/meetingInfo?MeetingKey=999482355&siteurl=mprwebex
https://mprwebex.mathematica-mpr.com/orion/meeting/meetingInfo?MeetingKey=999482355&siteurl=mprwebex
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Fifth International Conference on Establishment Surveys (ICES -V)  
  
This is to remind you that the Fifth International Conference on Establishment Surveys (ICES-
V) will be heldJune 20-23, 2016 in Geneva, Switzerland (www.ices-v.ch). Continuing in the 
traditions of past ICES conferences, ICES-V intends to explore new areas of establishment 
statistics as well as to reflect state-of-the-art at the time of holding the conference. 
  
The Program Committee invites you to submit a proposal for an invited paper session from 
January 1st, 2015 to March 31st, 2015. The Program Committee will review the proposals and 
notify session organizers by the beginning of June 2015 to let them know whether their 
proposal has been accepted. 
 
For more information on invited sessions, including session formats, suggestions for topics, 
criteria, instructions and a template for submitting proposals, please 
consult http://www.portal-stat.admin.ch/ices5/invited-sessions/. 
 
There are limited invited sessions, and the program committee is seeking sessions of a 
consistently high quality for ICES-V, so we request that organizers provide sufficient 
information to clearly demonstrate the importance of the topic and the quality of its 
contributions. We encourage proposals addressing one or related topics but from various 
angles, and incorporating presenters and perspectives from different countries and 
organizations, e.g., with differences in the statistical infrastructure, as well as proposals from 
developing countries. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
The ICES-V Program Committee 

Daniel Assoulin, Swiss Federal Statistical Office 
Pierre Lavallée, Statistics Canada 

Daniel Lewis, Office for National Statistics (UK) 
Darcy Miller, National Agricultural Statistics Service (USA) 
Richard Penny, Statistics New Zealand 
Polly Phipps, Bureau of Labor Statistics (USA) (Chair) 
Michael Sinclair, Mathematica Policy Research (USA) 
Ger Snijkers, Statistics Netherlands 
Katherine Jenny Thompson, US Census Bureau 
Vanessa Torres van Grinsven, Utrecht University 
 
See the next page for the formal announcement. 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

http://www.ices5.ch/
http://www.portal-stat.admin.ch/ices5/invited-sessions/
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